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Foreword 


Language learning occupies a central position in the total educational process. 
The National Curriculum Framework for School Education-2000 (NCFSE-2000) 
envisages language education as integral to learners’ emotional, social and 
cognitive development. While nurturing children’s natural curiosity, creativity 
and imagination, language learning seeks to encourage in them independent 
thinking and free and effective expression of ideas and opinions. It combines 
the acquisition of essential language abilities with inculcation of core life- 
skills as well as positive attitudes, values and habits conducive to the overall 
development of their personality, 

As a follow-up of the NCFSE-2000, new syllabuses m all subject areas were 
designed followed by the development of new instructional materials for 
vanous school stages The present textbook in English for Class VII forms 
part of a new series entitled Modern English Senes for the upper primary 
stage The package for each class consists of a textbook, a workbook and a 
supplementary reader. 

This textbook, the second in the series, is based on the new syllabus in 
English designed in response to the changing social and pedagogic needs as 
well as the growing importance of English as the language of international 
communication It contains a thematic package in line with learners' life 
experiences and interests emphasising understanding of their immediate 
environment—physical, social and cultural—and inculcation of desirable 
values and attitudes with no attempt at being explicitly didactic or exhortative 
at any point. The mode of presentation of materials covers stories, descriptions, 
dialogues, conversations and poems, The volume of the book is expected to be 
manageable in all respects. 

I am very grateful to all the experts and members of the Review Workshop 
who contributed generously to the development and finalisation of the 
manusenpt of this book I hope that the book will enthuse learners to be 
actively involved with its content and provide ample opportunities for peer 
collaboration and support and outlets for learning, reflection and enjoyment 

The Council will welcome comments and suggestions on any aspect of this 
book for its improvement 

J.S, Rajput 
Director 

New Delhi National Council of Educational 

March 2003 Research and Training 
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GANDHIJI’S TALISMAN 

I will give you a talisman.Whenever 
you are in doubt or when the self 
becomes too much with you, apply 
the following test: 

Recall the face of the poorest and 
the weakest man whom you may 
have seen and ask yourself if the 
step you contemplate is going to be 
of any use to him. Will he gain 
anything by it ? Will it restore him 
to a control over his own life and 
destiny ? In other words, will it lead 
to Swaraj for the hungry and 
spiritually starving millions ? 

Then you will find your doubts and 
your self melting away. 
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This textbook for Class VII, based on the new syllabus in English for the upper 
primary stage, is intended for learners who started the study of English as a 
subject in Class I. It contains eight prose pieces and six short poems. Each 
unit consists of a text followed by a variety of activities calculated to aid 
understanding and appreciation of the text and to help learners improve their 
capacity for the use of language both in its spoken and written forms 

The thematic range presented through stories, descriptions, dialogues and 
poems is in line with learners’ life experiences, interests and immediate 
environment, and seeks to inculcate m them desirable values and attitudes. 
Environment, scientific knowledge and social and interpersonal relationships 
are in focus in all the pieces, Problem solving and inferential and evaluative 
comprehension leading to critical thinking has been preferred to storing up 
information for its own sake. The book is suitably illustrated for better 
comprehension and sharper visual appeal. 

Activities relating to comprehension, vocabulary and composition constitute 
an important part of each lesson, These should be done largely orally before 
well-formulated answers are put down on paper Language work covered in 
each lesson is to be reinforced by relevant items given in the corresponding 
worksheet in the Workbook, It is expected that teachers will supplement 
these exercises by devising new ones along similar lines Discussing related 
topics, performing communicative tasks and undertaking mini projects should 
be encouraged so that learners get an opportunity to go beyond the book to 
cover hitherto undiscovered vistas of knowledge and aesthetic pleasure 
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ARTICLE 81A 

Fundamental Duties - It shall be the duty of every citizen of India — 

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect Its ideals and Institutions, 
the National Flag and the National Anthem; 

(b) to cherish and follow the noble Ideals which Inspired our national 
struggle for freedom. 

(c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; 

(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon 
to do so; 

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst 
all the people oflndia transcending religious, linguistic and regional 
or sectional diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the 
dignity of women. 

(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture, 

|g) to protect and Improve the natural environment Including forests, 
lakes, rivers, wild life and to have compassion for living creatures; 

(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of Inquiry 
and reform; 

11) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 

()) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of Individual and Collective 
activity so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of 
endeavour and achievement 









One should keep one’s eyes and ears open to live in 
perfect harmony with life and nature. Intellectual 
activities are stimulating, but manual tasks have 
their own special rewards. 


Here I am still in my little tent and the big barsat seems to 
have come. We have had only one really heavy rain so far 
here but probably there will be plenty more soon to follow, 
and I shall get fed up with it and yearn for a clear sky. The 
air has definitely changed; it is the atmosphere of the 
chaumasa as the monsoon is called in our countryside. . 


yearn for: long for. desire strongly 
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What do I do? Perhaps you have heard the story of the 
old villager who when asked how he spent his time after he 
had been pensioned off, made answer, “Well, Miss, 
sometimes I sits and thinks, and sometimes I just sits”. 
That is the favourite occupation not only of our peasantry 
but of most of our so-called educated classes and mostly, 
I imagine, ‘they just sit’. I have not quite got to the stage of 
just sitting, even though I am in prison, but a subtle change 
has come over me during the past few months. It has not 
come uninvited. I asked for it. The change consists of a 
diversion of interest from purely intellectual pursuits to 
manual ones. I had become too much of a bookworm, 
reading, reading and writing for most of my time. Outside, 
strenuous activity and moving about prevented me from 
becoming too lopsided. In prison that activity being denied 
my interests became too intellectual. Of course, I found 
relief in spinning and weaving, etc. I liked them but they 
seemed to be extraneous activities, my main function being 
reading and writing. That is not so now. I have read relatively 
little and at the slightest pretext I put aside my book. Living 
in the tent has helped in the process and the cloudy weather 
has also lured me out. When I used to be locked up soon 
after five m the evening I had no alternative but to read. 
Now I can stroll up and down my yard usually armed with 
a khurpi messing about my flowers. 

I have always been a bit of a student, trying to learn to 
understand, but largely this effort was intellectual. There 
was also the emotional element in it, the learning from 
crowds, appreciation of mass psychology. Latterly I have 
felt drawn more and more towards nature — to plants and 


peasantry: all the neasants/farmers intellectual pursuits: reading, 

squiring great effort lopsided: unevenly balanced 
-ared: tempted 
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In 


Harmony with Nature 


animals. May be it is a relief and an escape from human 
folly, human cowardice and human knavery! I feel more in 
tune with nature. I notice little things that I had not noticed 
before. I sense the pulsating and throbbing life round about 
me. I notice the sensitive growing tip of a creeper plant, 
how full of life and energy it is! Animal-like it seems and 
sometimes almost sinister looking; even the feel is hairy 
as that of a young animal. It stands up seeking for 
something to catch hold of. See, it looks just like a 
snake, with a snake’s rounded nose and small eyes! Or it 
coils up, catching something in its grasp. Fascinated, I 
watch it. 

I feel that this is a hopeful sign in me. I am growing 
still, getting more educated, more in harmony with life. If 
only human beings were not such spots of disharmony! 
Three years ago died a very great man, though he is not 
very well known. He was a Scot, Patrick Geddes and he 
was a genius in many fields. He even came to Allahabad 
once and drew up a scheme for its town-planning! He was 
a great educator and instead of the three R’s he used to 
lay stress on the three H’s —heart, hand, head. He wanted 
children to grow up with a first-hand knowledge of the 
worlds of nature and of man and to develop an unspoiled 
appreciation of life, the beauty of nature, of the human 
mind, etc. The first approach for the child thus came 
through the heart, through the emotions — the affection 
of parents, the enjoyment of fresh air, sunshine, etc. Then 
came the hand as the child grew older. Petty manual tasks 
in the garden or some craft. Then at last came the head, 
and curiously, the intellectual development of the child 
who had gone through the course of heart and hand, was 


knavery: dishonesty sinister: suggesting something bad or evil the 
three R’s: reading, [wlnting and (a)nthmetic 
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very rapid — far quicker than the child who began with 
intellectual teaching only. More important still, such 
children developed what is called a well-integrated 
personality, something in harmony with life and nature ,■ 
the very reverse of the quarrelsome, dissatisfied, ever- 
complaining type that we see so often today. 

It surprises me more and more how people go through 
life with their eyes shut to its varied beauty as well as its 
terrible misery. It is extraordinary how blind and insensitive 
they can be, and I imagine that our middle classes in India 
take the cake in this respect. That reminds me of a bright 
little poem which might interest you. It is said to have been 
written to a woman seen from a train. 

O why do you walk through the fields in gloves 
Missmg so much and so much? 

O fat white woman whom nobody loves 
Why do you walk through the fields in gloves 
When the grass is soft as the breast of doves 
And shivering sweet to the touch? 

O why do you walk through the fields in gloves 
Missing so much and so much? 


Jawaharlal Nehru 

[,from a letter written by Pandit Nehru, to 
his daughter Jrom Almora District Jail 

on 5 July 1935] 


^ell-integrated: wholesome; fully developed reverse: opposite take the 
cake: surpass others 
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Activities. 


Comprehension 

I. Mark the right item. 

1. Which months of the year does the first paragraph 
indicate? 

( 1 ) June - July 

(ii) November - December 

(iii) March - April 

2. The village pensioner spent his time 

( 1 ) thinking deeply. 

(ii) sitting and thinking. 

(ni) doing nothing. 

3 The village pensioner reminds the writer of 

(l) peasants in particular. 

(ii) people in general 

(iii) peasants and ‘educated’ people. 

4 ‘The change’ that has come upon the writer m prison is 

(l) subtle but deliberate. 

(ii) slow but strong. 

(iii) deep but uninvited 

5 Before imprisonment, the writer 

(i) was a bookworm, 

(n) had little time for reading and writing. 

(m) preferred spinning and weaving to reading and 
writing. 

6. “I feel that this is a hopeful sign in me.” ‘This’ refers to his 
(l) interest m nature. 

(ii) learning from crowds. 

(iii) watching a creeper grow. 

II. Answer the following questions 

1. What is ‘the change’ that has come upon the writer in 
prison 9 

2 Has the writer learnt from books alone? If not, what other 
sources were there 9 
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3 The creeper appears like a snake to the writer. Why? 

4. What did Patrick Geddes emphasise m children’s 
education'? 

5. Why, according to the writer, are some people 
"quarrelsome, dissatisfied and ever-complaming”'? 

6. Why does the middle class m our country strike the 
writer as “insensitive”'? 

7. (i) Do you like the poem at the end? Who is it 

addressed to? 

(n) The poet is sorry that the lady is “missing so much 
and so much.” Find two lines m the poem which 
tell what she is missing. 

(in) Why has “in gloves” been repeated three times'? 

V ocabular y % 

I. 1. Read carefully the words given in the box. Each word 
has er at the end. Notice that in some words er is a 
necessary part of the word. In others, it is not. List words 
under A’ and ‘B’ accordingly. 


taker pensioner answer cover prisoner j 
weather alter older flower sinister seeker 
quicker, after brighter 


A 


cover 


B 

quicker (quiclt+er) 
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2. Now add some new words to the lists. 

A B 


II. Choosing suitable words from those given in the following 
box fill in the blanks. 


I emotional usual manual personal intellectual j 

Reading, writing and listening to music are examples of 

_activities whereas watering plants, washing clothes 

and spinning and weaving are those of_ ones 

Both are equally important for a full development of one’s 

personality, though in a _way, one may be more 

interested m the first than in the second or vice versa. Some 

people take a deep_interest in nature whereas others 

show a preference for the _worldly pursuits It is 

reasonable to suppose that each one acts according to one’s 
own aptitude, training and environment. 

Composition 

Fill in the blanks with the phrases given in the box below 

Bees returning to the beehive after finding _ 

will communicate to other bees ___ at a 

particular region m the comb: _. The dance 

floor is generally _ but sometimes moves 

further inside_or closer to the entrance when 

there is _inside. Honeycombs are vertical, so 

the dance is generally_. 

| the dance floor when it is cold a good supply of nectar j 
] by dancing on a vertical plane lots of activiLy ; 

close to the entrance 




The One 
Furrow 



Children go to school with pencil and slate and, in 
due course, acquire knowledge and become 
'educated'. Does knowledge alone bring about peace 
oj mind? 


When I was young, I went to school 
With pencil and footrule 
Sponge and slate, 

And sat on a tall stool 
At learning’s gate. 


furrow: long cut m the earth made by a plough sponge: Children use sponge 
or a piece of wet cloth to wipe the slate clean 




The One Furrow 


\\ 


When I was older, the gate swung wide; 
Clever and keen-eyed 
In I pressed, 

But found in the mind’s pride 
No peace, no rest. 


Then who was it taught me back to go „ 
To cattle and barrow, Wi 

Field and plough: I 

To keep to the one furrow, ' \ / / 

As I do now? 



R.S, Thomas 


Questions 

1. In the first stanza find five words associated with school. 

2 “Learning’s gate” brings to mind the picture of 
( 1 ) a school with a few children. 

(ii) a schoolchild carrying a load of books. 

(in) a big building of knowledge which a child can enter only 
through school. 

Mark your choice. 

3. "Clever and keen-eyed” in the second stanza implies that 

(i) the learner has completed her/his education 

(ii) the learner has acquired skills of understanding and 
observation. 

(in) the learner is satisfied with her/his education. 

Mark your choice. 

4. Which phrases in the second stanza express the idea that 
the learner, though successful, is not altogether happy? 

5. In the last stanza find five words associated with a farmer’s 
life. 


barrow; a small cart with two wheels, wheelbarrow 
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6. Which of the following, do you think, brings out the mam 
point expressed in the last stanza? You may choose more 
than one answer. 

( 1 ) A farmer’s occupation is better than a scholar’s 
activities. 

(li) Knowledge for its own sake is not useful. It should be 
used to improve the quality of life 

(iii) No matter how educated one may be, one should not 
sever links with Mother Earth. 

(iv) A truly educated person is one who knows her/his own 
mind, aptitude and interest, and finds happiness in 
pursuing them. 
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A king wants answers to three questions. What 
are the questions? Does the king receive 
satisfactory answers? 


I 

The thought came to a certain king that he would never fail 
if he knew three things. These three things were: What is 
the right time to begin something? Which people should he 
listen to? What is the most important thing for him to do? 

The king, therefore, sent messengers throughout his 
kingdom, promising a large sum of money to anyone who 
would answer these questions. 
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Many wise men came to the king, but they all answered 
his questions differently. 

In reply to the first question, some said the king must 
prepare a timetable, and then follow it strictly. Only in this 
way, they said, could he do everything at its proper time. 
Others said that it was impossible to decide in advance the 
right time for doing something. The king should notice all 
that was going on, avoid foolish pleasures, and always do 
whatever seemed necessary at that time, Yet others said 
that the king needed a council of wise men who would help 
him act at the proper time. This was because one man would 
find it impossible to decide correctly, without help from 
others, the right time for every action. 

But then others said that there were some things which 
could be urgent. These things could not wait for the decision 
of the council. In order to decide the right time for doing 
something, it is necessary to look into the future. And only 
magicians could do that. The king, therefore, would have to 
go to magicians. 

In their answers to the second question, some said that 
the people most necessary to the king were his councillors; 
others said, the priests. A few others chose the doctors. And 
yet others said that his soldiers were the most necessary. 

To the third question, some said science. Others chose 
fighting, and yet others religious worship. 

As the answers to his questions were so different, the 
king was not satisfied and gave no reward. Instead, he 
decided to seek the advice of a certain hermit, who was widely 
mous for his wisdom. 


council: a group of people chosen to give advice or to make rules 
councillors: members of the council hermit: person who lives alone and 
leads a simple life 



Three Questions Y, 13 

The hermit lived in a wood which he never left. He saw 
no one but simple people, and so the king put on ordinary 
clothes. Before he reached the hermit’s hut the king left his 
horse with his bodyguard, and went on alone. 

As the king came near the hermit’s hut, he saw the hermit 
digging the ground in front of his hut. He greeted the king 
and continued digging. The hermit was old and weak, and 
as he worked, he breathed heavily. 

The king went up to the hermit and said, “I have come to 
you, wise hermit, to ask you to answer three questions: How 
can I learn to do the right thing at the right time? Who are 
the people I need most? And what affairs are the most 
important?” 

The hermit listened to the king, but did not speak. He 
went on digging. “You are tired,” said the king. “Let me take 
the spade and work in your place.” 

“Thanks,” said the hermit, giving the king his spade. Then 
he sat down on the ground. 

When the king had dug two beds, he stopped and repeated 
his questions. The hermit gave no answer, but stood up, 
stretching out his hand for the spade, and said, “Now you 
rest, and let me work.” 

But the king did not give him the spade and continued 
to. dig. 

One hour passed, then another. The sun went down 
behind the trees, and at last the king stuck the spade into 
the ground and said, “I came to you, wise man, for an answer 
to my questions. If you can give me no answer, tell me so 
and I will return home.” 

“Here comes someone running,” said the hermit. 


affairs: things, matters, business beds: small patches of ground for plants 
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Comprehension 

I. Answer the following questions 

1. Why did the king want to know answers to three 
questions? 

2. Messengers were sent throughout the kingdom 

( 1 ) to fetch wise men 
(ii) to find answers to the questions. 

(m) to look for the wise hermit. 

(iv) to announce a reward for those who could answer 
the questions 
Mark your choice. 

3 Some said the king should go to magicians Why'? 

4. In answer to the second question whose advice would 
be important to the king'? 

5. What suggestions were made in answer to the third 
question? 

6. Did the wise men win the reward? If not, why? 


II 

The king turned round and saw a bearded man running 
towards them. His hands were pressed against his 
stomach, from which blood was flowing. When he reached 
the king he fainted and fell to the ground. The king and 
the hermit removed the man’s clothing and found a large 
wound in his stomach. The king washed and covered it 
with his handkerchief, but the blood would not stop 
flowing. The king redressed the wound until at last the 
bleeding stopped. 


fainted: lost consciousness redressed: dressed again 
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The man felt better and asked for something to drink. 
The king brought fresh water and gave it to him. By this 
time the sun had set and the air was cool. The king with the 
hermit’s help carried the wounded man into the hut and 
laid him on the bed. The man closed his eyes and lay quiet. 
The king, tired by his walk and the work he had done, lay 
down on the floor and slept through the night. When he 
awoke, it was several minutes before he could remember 
where he was or who the strange bearded man lying on the 
bed was. 

“Forgive mel” said the bearded man in a weak voice, when 
he saw that the king was awake, 

“I do not know you and have nothing to forgive you for,” 
said the king. 

“You do not know me, but I know you. I am that enemy 
of yours who swore revenge on you, because you put my 
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brother to death and seized my property. I knew you had 
gone alone to see that hermit, and I made up my mind to 
kill you on your way home. But the day passed and you did 
not return. So I left my hiding-place, and I came upon your 
bodyguard, who recognised me and wounded me. I escaped 
from him but I should have died if you had not dressed my 
wounds. I wished to kill you, and you have saved my life. 
Now, if I live, I will serve you as your most faithful servant 
and will order my sons to do the same. Forgive me!” 

The king was very happy to have made peace with his 
enemy so easily, and to have won him over as a friend. He 
not only forgave him but said he would send his servants 
and his own doctor to look after him, and he promised to 
give back the man his property. 

Leaving the wounded man, the king went out of the hut 
and looked round for the hermit. Before going away he wished 
once more to get answers to his questions. The hermit was 
on his knees sowing seeds in the beds that had been dug 
the day before. The king went up to the hermit and 
said, “For the last time I beg you to answer my questions, 
wise man.” 

“You have already been answered!” said the hermit still 
bending down to the ground and looking up at the king as 
he stood before him. 

“How have I been answered? What do you mean?” 

“Do you not see?” replied the hermit. “If you had not 
pitied my weakness yesterday and had not dug these beds 
for me, you would have gone away. Then that man would 
have attacked you and you would have wished you had 
ayed with me. So the most important time was when you 
sre digging the beds. And I was the most important man, 


seized; took by force faithful; loyal and true 
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and to do me good was your most important business. 
Afterwards, when the man ran to us, the most important 
time was when you were caring for him, because if you had 
not dressed his wounds he would have died without having 
made peace with you. So he was the most important man, 
and what you did for him was your most important business. 

“Remember then, there is only one time that is important 
and that time is ‘Now’. It is the most important time because 
it is the only time we have any power to act. 

“The most necessary person is the person you are with 
at a particular moment, for no one knows what will happen 
in the future and whether we will meet anyone else. The 
most important business is to do that person good, because 
we were sent into this world for that purpose alone.” 


Leo Tolstoy 
lretold] 


Activities 


Comprehension 

I, Complete the following sentences by adding the appropriate 
parts of the sentences given m the box (next page). 

1. Many wise men answered the king’s questions,_ 

2. Someone suggested that there should be a council of 

wise men_ 

3. Someone else suggested that the king should have a 

timetable_ 

4. The king requested the hermit_ 


5. The king washed and dressed the bearded man’s wound, 
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■ but the bleeding would not stop. 

• to answer three questions. 

■ but their answers were so varied that the king 
was not satisfied. 

• and follow it strictly. 

• to help the lung act at the right time. 


II. Answer the following questions. 

1. How did the king and the hermit help the wounded 
man 9 

2. (i) Who was the bearded man? 

(ii) Why did he ask for the king’s forgiveness 9 

3. The king forgave the bearded man. What did he do to 
show his forgiveness? 

4. What were the hermit's answers to the three questions 9 
Write each answer separately. 

5 Which answer do you like the best 9 Why? 

Vocabulary 

I. 1. Match items m List A with their meanings m List B. 
fainted, lost consciousness 



A 

B 

(1) 

wounded 

get up from sleep 

(ii) 

awake 

give back 

(ik) 

forgive 

small patches of ground for plants 

(iv) 

faithful 

severely injured 

(v) 

Pity 

pardon 

(Vi) 

beds 

loyal 

(vii) 

return 

to feel sorry for 

Use 

any three of the above words in sentences of your 


own. You are free to change the form of the word. 


2. 



Three Questions 
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II. Each of the following sentences has two blanks. Fill in the 

blanks with appropriate forms of the word given in brackets 

He has_to help me. Do you think he will 

remember his _? (promise) 

He has promised to help me. Do you think he will 
remember his promise? 

1. The _ said that only fresh evidence would 

make him change his_. (judge) 

2. I didn’t notice any serious _ of opinion 

among the debaters, although they_from one 

another over small points (differ) 

3. It’s a fairly simple question to _, but will 

you accept my_as final? (answer) 

4 It isn’t_that_should always be the 

mother of invention (necessary) 

5. Hermits are _men. How they acquire their 

_no one can tell, (wise) 

6. The committee has _to make Jagdish 

captain of the team The_is likely to please 

everyone, (decide) 

7 Asking for _is as noble as willingness to 

_. (forgive) 

III. Insert a, o or e and write each word correctly. 


thught 

propr 

hr mil , 

prmise 

knwn 

somthing 

repet 

bhind 

bodygurd 

wunds 

enmy 

ordmry 
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Composition 

1. Imagine you are the king Narrate briefly the incident of 
your meeting the hermit. Begin like this; 

The wise men answered my questions, but I was not 
satisfied with their answers, One day I decided to go and 
meet the hermit,. 

2. Imagine you are the hermit. Narrate briefly the incident of 
your meeting the king, Begin like this' 

One day I was digging in my garden. A man in ordinary 
clothes came to see me. I knew it was the king.,. 




A Schoolchild’s 
Reflections on 
the Future 



. _ /. 

/ /\ Nh-ni 

-i. e 



Children are the Juture of the country. When you 
overhear your parents and teachers say that, do you 
feel important? Or does it worry you to think what 
specific role you can play in shaping the country and 
the world? What is your vision of the Juture? Let us 
see what one child has to say about it. 


What are our aspirations for the future? Frankly, we think it 
is too early to surmise the shape of things to come. We do 
have aspirations as to jobs and careers. We would like to work 
as doctors, engineers, scientists, computer experts, teachers, 


aspiration: strong desire or ambition surmise: guess 
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artists, etc. A good job, we think, is one which gives us a 
chance to do the work that is consistent with our training 
and aptitude, and which fetches us enough money every 
month. Thus, a happy combination of productivity and 
economic well-being is our idea of being gainfully employed. 

But it is by no means as easy to be gainfully employed as 
it seems at first sight. The job situation being what it is today 
and the number of aspirants being so large, it is only the very 
highly qualified or the lucky ones who make the grade finally. 
There is plenty of competition in our life as students; there is 
going to be even more of it in the matter of getting suitable 
jobs in the future. We can only hope that most of us will 
successfully complete our studies and get good jobs in the 
end. For the time being, we should work hard, be earnest of 
purpose, modest of ambition and positively optimistic of the 
future. Let us also hope that whatever we finally achieve in 
terms of personal success and advancement will be of use to 
our country m particular and to the world in general 

Our life-style will depend on our economic status. As far 
as preferences are concerned, we would like to live a 
comfortable life. Many of us would prefer to live in urban 
surroundings. We would like to own a flat and a car or a 
scooter, and have our house fitted with such modern gadgets 
as render day-to-day life easy, enjoyable and free from 
drudgery. In our leisure hours, we would like to read 
interesting books, watch films, listen to music and in general 
be rid of tension and care. 

When we look around, we notice that many of our 
personal as well as national problems are due to the size of 


by no means: not at all gainfully: profitably make the grade: are successful 
(get the job) earnest: determined preference: liking something more than 
something else urban surroundings: towns and cities gadgets: appliances 
drudgery: hard/laborious work leisure hours: spare time 
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our population. Our government lays a lot of emphasis on 
population control through education, and we on our part 
have begun to realise that an immediate curb on population 
growth is a prerequisite for economic prosperity. Hence our 
preference for a small family. 

A small family in India does not necessarily mean only 
husband, wife and two children. It also means parents and 
grandparents. Even a small family has a couple of ‘elders’ 
staying with it, And we like it too. 

Old age, and the experience that goes with it, is entitled 
to due respect and affection, and one cannot show it better 
than by looking after one’s parents and grandparents. They 
need us in their old age as much as we needed them in our 
infancy and later. 

We are a secular and democratic country according to our 
Constitution. We visualise a future where secularism and 
democracy and social justice will have become a matter of 
habit rather than of law—a society whose members are bound 
each to each by fellow-feeling and mutual respect. We are a 
peace-loving nation and we want peace to prevail in the world. 

The world, as it appears today, is not a cheerful place. 
There is an unhealthy race for power and political 
domination. There is also a tendency to be self-centred and 
cunning on the part of the nations of the world. The powerful 
become more powerful and menacing while the weak either 
fall by the wayside or limp along. A time should surely 
come when this rat race ends, and the earth becomes a 
safe haven for all who are born on it. 

And lastly, what we expect from science and technology 
is this: it should be harnessed to the cause of betterment of 


curb: check, control prerequisite: pre-condition prevail: exist and be 
widespread menacing: threatening rat race: petty power struggle to keep 
one’s position safe haven: place of safety harnessed: used for 
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life. It should not be seen as tools of power in the hands of a 
few but a system of devices to promote human welfare and 
to improve the quality of life m general. In no case should 
science and technology be allowed to harm nature, its beauty 
and balance. 

We want our green pastures and our forests, our flora 
nd fauna, intact. We want birds to chirp and to build their 
ests in trees. We want fish to continue to swim in rivers 
nd seas and we want the rains to come down to cool the 
>arched earth. Science and technology should help us 
naintam the balance and beauty of nature rather than 
destroy it. It should also help us offset the damage caused 
by natural disasters which still plague us and our fellow- 
beings m the world. 

The future is unpredictable, but it is related to the 
ppenings of the past and the present. We have no control 
w over what happened in the past; we can yet improve 
3 present so that the future is as glorious as we would 
.ke it to be. 


lora and fauna; plants and animals offset: compensate for, counterbalance 
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. Activities 


Comprehension 

I. Write ‘true’ or ‘not true’ against each statement. 

( 1 ) It is easy to guess what the future is going to be 
like._ 

(ii) An ideal job is one that provides opportunities for 
productive work and fetches good money._ 

(m) The number of job seekers in our counLry is larger 
than the number of jobs available._ 

(iv) The job market is not as competitive as it appears at 
first sight._ 

(v) Personal success is not related to general advancement 

of the country._ 

(vi) A comfortable life-style means much more than 

satisfaction of basic needs._ 

(vii) Population control through education is unlikely to 

lead to economic development._ 

(viii) It is our duty to look after and respect elderly people 


(ix) Science and technology are no good unless they are 
used for improving the quality of human 
life_ 

II Answer the following questions. 

1. What are the child’s aspirations for the future? 

2. Irrespective of the future, what should we concentrate 
on at present? 

3. (i) Why are some modern gadgets considered 

necessary? 

(ii) How should one spend one’s leisure time? 

4. (i) What does “a small family” mean to us? 

(ii) Do you accept the view expressed in the texL? 

5. In what way can science and technology act as tools of 
power in the hands of a few? 
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6. Write 'yes’ against the statements which refer to peace 
and social justice. 

(i) People are sensitive to the problems of others and 

offer help wherever they can._ 

(li) They are quarrelsome and use unfair means to 

achieve personal gains__ 

(in) They do everything they can to maintain social 
harmony._ 

(iv) They are proud of the achievements of the 
country_ 

(v) They go to court or the police to settle even minor 

disputes_ 

(vi) They suspect one another and are not guided by 

reason in their differences._ 

(vu) They are always willing to forget and 
forgive._ 


Vocabulary 

I. Look at these words. 

aspire — aspiration 
combine — combination 

The words on the left are verbs and those on the right are 
their noun forms. Fill m the blanks with the noun forms of 
the verbs given in the box 

produce promote compete complete 1 

indicate select educate destroy 

1. Her_as principal of the local school was 

celebrated by the village community 

2. On _ of my studies, I want to be self- 

employed. 

3. There is serious_for white-collar jobs even 

in developed countries. 
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4. She gave no_of having heard me. 

5. Every child has a birthright to __. 

6. War is' another name for_of natural resources. 

7. It is my ambition to work for the_of world peace. 

8. Many film-stars move from acting to film 
_eventually. 

II. Do you know that a verb can have more than one noun 
form? Study the first two sets in the table and supply the 
missing items 


act 

action 

actor 

aspire 

aspiration 

aspirant 

compete 


competitor 

employ 

production 

teaching 

employer 


achievement 

achiever 

choose 

supply 

promoter 


Composition 

Rearrange the parts of sentences given below and construct a 
paragraph 

® we are all alike in the fact 

• Wage earners have had their wages cut 

• Whatever may be the standard of life m 

• that almost everybody has become poorer. 

• different parts of the world, 

• and investors have found their investments to be 

worthless. 

Begin your paragraph: 

Whatever may be the standard of life m ... 




An old man driving a wagon gives his grandchild 
tips or good manners and social etiquette. 


My grandfather said to me 
As we sat on the wagon seat, 

‘Be sure to remember to always 
speak to everyone you meet.” 

We met a stranger on foot. 

My grandfather’s whip tapped his hat. 
"Good day, sir. Good day. A fine day.” 
And I said it and bowed where I sat. 


wagon: a four-wheeled carriage usually drawn by horses tapped his 
hat: touched his hat to show respect 
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Then we overtook a boy we knew 
with his big pet crow on his shoulder, 

“Always offer everyone a ride; 
don’t forget that when you get older,” 

my grandfather said. So Willy 
climbed up with us, but the crow 
gave a “Caw!” and flew off. I was worried. 

How would he know where to go? 

But he flew a little way at a time 
from fence post to fence post, ahead; 
and when Willy whistled he answered. 

“A fine bird,” my grandfather said, 

“and he’s well brought up. See, he answers 
nicely when he’s spoken to. 

Man or beast, that’s good manners. 

Be sure that you both always do.” 

When automobiles went by, 

The dust hid the people’s faces, 
but we shouted “Good day! Good day! 

Fine day!” at the top of our voices. 

When we came to Hustler Hill, 
he said that the mare was tired, 
so we all got down and walked, 
as our good manners required. 

Elizabeth Bishop 






he's well brought up: his upbringing has been good. 
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9pstions 

1 What was Grandfather’s first tip on good manners? 

2. How did he demonstrate it? 

3. What was Grandfather’s second tip? 

4. Who got the benefit of this tip? 

5. (i) Did both Willy and his pet crow take a ride in the wagon? 
(ii) What did the crow do? 

6. (i) What was Grandfather's remark about the crow? 

(ii) How did he come to that conclusion? 

7. What was Grandfather’s third tip on good manners? 

8. (i) When cars went past, raising a lot of dust, what did 

Grandfather and the boys do? 

(ii) Did people in the cars respond? If not, why? 

9. .we all got down and walked.." Why did they do that? 


General Exercise 

Discuss Grandfather’s advice on good manners in the context 
of the fast pace of life in a big city. 
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Gandhiji’s 
Passion for 
Nursing 



Mahatma Gandhi was an extraordinary person who 
performed great deeds. His thoroughness in handling 
tasks that are considered commonplace was 
remarkable. In addition to being the undisputed 
leader of the Indianfreedom movement, he was an 
accomplished nurse as well. 


From boyhood Gandhiji had a passion for nursing. After 
school hours he ran back home to nurse his ailing father. 
He gave his father medicine, dressed his wound and prepared 
drugs prescribed by the voids. As he grew older his craving 
for serving the sick grew stronger. He decided to devote two 


ailing: ill or unwell craving: strong desire 
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hours daily to nursing in a charitable hospital m South Africa. 
To find time for this work, he handed over many legal 
cases to a friend as he could not attend to all the work 
brought to him. 

In 1896, when Gandhiji returned to India for a short 
time, he kept himself busy informing the Indian leaders about 
the plight of Indians settled in South Africa. His time was 
taken up in writing and distributing useful articles and 
letters. Yet the moment he came to know that his brother- 
in-law was seriously ill, and his sister could not afford to 
employ a nurse, he brought the patient to his house, put 
him in his own room and nursed him day and night. 

For about one month, Gandhiji dressed the wound of his 
eight-year-old son who had fractured his arm. He undid the 
doctor’s bandage, washed the wound, applied a clean mud- 
poultice and tied up the arm till it healed. Another son, who 
was ten, had an attack of typhoid. For 40 days Gandhiji 
nursed him. He wrapped up the child’s body in wet cloth 
and enclosed him in dry blankets m spite of his piteous 
cries. He took great care of, and showed tender love for, his 
patients but did not allow any lapse in treatment. While 
nursing another typhoid case, Gandhiji for a fortnight applied 
earth treatment to a child. Every hour and a half he placed 
on his abdomen a new pack of mud one inch thick. After 
remission of fever, the child was allowed to have a diet of 
ripe bananas. Gandhiji himself mashed the bananas for 
fifteen minutes and coaxed the child to eat it. He did not 
entrust this work to his mother lest the patient was overfed, 


itable hospital: hospital where service is free plight: difficult situation/ 
ition employ: hire fractured; broken mud-poultice: (Gandhiji’s 
od) warm mud spread on a piece of cloth and put on the wound to soothe 
i and reduce swelling piteous cries: cries (due to pain) arousing pity 
.pse: error remission: lessening 
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While treating the 
sick, Gandhiji tried 
to keep the patient’s 
mind at peace. He 
was against all 
addiction but once 
when a South 
Indian boy was ill 
and craved for a 
cup of coffee, he 
himself prepared 
it and served it 
to him. 

He sponged the patients, bathed them and applied 
mud-poultices. He was more than a nurse to his patients. 
He had no fear of any infection. A beggar who was suffering 
from leprosy once came to him. Gandhiji offered him shelter, 
dressed his wounds for some days and later 
sent him to a hospital. Once, a fellow prisoner developed 
symptoms of leprosy. Gandhiji got permission to visit him 
regularly. He was later sheltered in Sevagram for years. 
Gandhiji dressed his wounds. 

On two historic occasions, Gandhiji found a greater scope 
for offering his services as a nurse. One was the Boer War 
and the other the Zulu Rebellion. On both the occasions he 
raised an Indian Ambulance Corps that tended the sick and 



Gandhiji sewing a leprosy patient 


addiction: being habitually used to something; being unable to give it up 
easily Boer War: war between the Boers, who were Dutch settlers in South 
Africa, and the English (1899-1902) The Boers sought to regain the 
independence given up for British aid against the Zulus Zulu Rebellion: the 
Zulus of South Africa broke out into a rebellion against the English m 1906 
Gandhiji organised the Indian Ambulance Corps to serve the sick and the 
wounded corps (pronounced as ‘core’): body oi persons engaged m sarr 
activity tended: took care of 
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carried the wounded. He proved 
an able leader of the nursing 
squad and marched miles and 
miles bearing the wounded on 
a stretcher. He was happy to 
nurse the Zulus who were 
flogged and left unattended, as 
the white Sisters of Mercy 
refused to nurse them. Their 
wounds were festering. For his 
service he was awarded the 
Zulu War Medal and the Kaisar- 
e-Hind gold medal. 

When plague broke out in 
the gold mines of South Africa, 
many Indian labourers fell sick. 
The moment Gandhiji heard of 
it, he went there with four 
assistants. No hospital was nearby. A vacant godown was 
broken open, some beds were installed in it and twenty-three 
patients were taken there. The municipality thanked him for 
this prompt action and supplied him with disinfectants and 
sent a nurse. She had a good stock of brandy as a preventive. 
Gandhiji had no faith in it. He gave medical aid and cleaned 
the patients’ beds, sat by their bedside at night and cheered 
them up. With the permission of the attending doctor he 
applied earth treatment to three patients. Two of them 
survived. All other patients, including the nurse, died. To keep 
f for rendering service, he believed, was as much the duty 
a nurse as to look after the needs of a patient. He always 

jstering: filling with pus; becoming infectious installed; placed 
rendering: giving, providing 



Gandhiji as Sergeant Major m 
the Indian Stretcher Bearer 
Corps during the Zulu Rebellion 
in 1906 
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Candhjji as nurse (a drawing by R K. Laxman) 

took precautions and never ate his fill when overworked. For 
bringing down his blood pressure he often put a mud-poultice 
on his head. With an earth-bandage on his forehead he said 
to the Japanese poet Yone Noguchi, “I sprang from Indian earth 
and so it is Indian earth that crowns me.” He seldom got 
disturbed at the critical turn of a patient’s condition and with 
cool nerve nursed his wife and his sons. Twice Kasturba fell 
seriously ill in South Africa. The doctors had little hope of her 
recovery. Gandhiji nursed her with patience, courage and 
alertness. Once, after her release from a South African jail, 
she grew very weak. Gandhiji helped her clean her teeth, made 
coffee for her, and once tried to comb her hair. Early in the 
morning he carried her out from the bedroom and made her 
rest a whole day in the open air, in the shade of a tree. As the 
sun changed its course, he shifted the bed. 

To get a trained Indian nurse in South Africa was difficult 
and there was every chance of a white midwife’s refusal to 
attend a coloured woman. When Kasturba was bearing a 
child, Gandhiji learnt midwifery and helped the safe delivery 
of his last child. 

precaution: steps taken in advance to avoid trouble never ate his fill: never 
ate as much as he could critical: serious midwifery: job and duties of a 
midwife (person trained to assist women in childbirth) 
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This nurse-cum-compounder was highly praised by the 
nurses who attended him when he underwent an operation 
for appendicitis in Yeravada jail. A nurse said, “Nursing is 
not always a joy but it has been a pure joy and a privilege to 
nurse Mr Gandhi. The doctor told me, ‘You did not use to 
print your reports like this before.’ I told him, ‘Nor had I 
such a patient before’.” 

Anu Bandyopadhyaya 


Activities 


Comprehension 

I. Match the sentences in Box A with those in Box B. 

A 

I 1. Gandhiji had a passion for nursing. 

! 2. He was a busy lawyer. 

3 On his return to India in 1896, he was very busy 
writing and distributing articles. 

| 4. Gandhiji’s son broke his arm. 

5. A child suffering from typhoid was allowed to 
I eat ripe bananas 


B 


Gandhiji used his own methods and helped his 
son recover completely. 

As he grew older, his passion also grew stronger 
Gandhiji mashed them with his own hands and 
persuaded the child to eat the right quantity 
In spite of that, he found time to nurse his 
brother-in-law day and night. 

To find time for nursing, he handed over many 
cases to a colleague. 


irivilege: special right; honour 
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II Write ‘true’ or ‘not true’ against each statement 

( 1 ) A South Indian boy craved for coffee. Gandhiji let him 

have coffee prepared by his mother._ 

(if) Gandhiji served lepers without any fear of 
infe c tio n._ 

(hi) In South Africa, Gandhiji was too busy to offer his 
services as nurse._ 

(iv) Gandhiji was able to save everybody’s life in the make¬ 
shift hospital for the plague victims_ 

(v) No matter how critical their condition became, Gandhiji 
served his patients calmly._ 

III Answer the following questions 

1. Mention any three instances of Gandhiji’s passion for 
nursing. 

2. What special service did Gandhiji render during the Boer 
War and the Zulu Rebellion? 

3. When plague broke out, there was no hospital nearby. 
What did Gandhiji do to help the victims of plague? 

4. What services of a nurse did Gandhiji offer Ins wife, 
Kasturba? 

5. Gandhiji’s role as nurse shows 

(i) his concern for Indian settlers in South Africa 
(li) his resolve to help the sick and the wounded 
(iii) his deep love for suffering humanity anywhere. 

Mark the right answer. 

Vocabulary 

I. The phrases on the left occur in the text To explain their 
meaning in context encircle the appropriate word in the 
phrase on the right against each. 

1. the plight of Indians Condition of Indians m South 

in South Africa Africa was good/bad 

2. his piteous cries He was shouting/crying in pain 

3. no lapse in treatment error/no error in treatment due 

to forgetfulness 




u 

38 , \;/ Modern English 

4. after remission of fever after fever went up / down 
5 more than a nurse effective nursing with/without 

personal care 

II Four groups are given here. Three members of each group 
are missing Find them in the box 

Staff Visitors Reasons Symptoms 

nurse patients plague fainting 


the ailing leprosy fever blood pressure 
typhoid surgeon the sick tuberculosis 
doctor pam the wounded midwife 

III. Arrange the following in alphabetical order. 


drugs 

ailing 

day 

charitable 

afford • 
decided 
brother 
articles 

cases 

back 

about 

could 

boyhood 

craving 

devote 

brought 

1 . 

5. 

9. 

13. 

2 

6. 

10. 

14. 

3. 

7 

11 

15. 


4, 


. 8 ,. 


12 .. 


16, 



A sudden feeling of jog, shared by one and all, is 
best expressed in a song sung in chorus. It brings 
joy and cheer, which continues even after the song 
has become wordless. 


Everyone suddenly burst out singing; 

And I was fill’d with such delight 
As prison’d birds must find in freedom 
Winging wildly across the white 

Orchards and dark-green fields; on; on; and out of sight. 


winging: flying 
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Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted, 

And beauty came like the setting sun. 

My heart was shaken with tears; and horror 
Drifted away... O but every one 

Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will 
Never be done. 


Siegfried Sassoon 


Question s 

1. What is the effect of the song on the poet? 

(Read lines 2 and 8) 

2 What do people singing the song remind the poet of? 

3 What do you think is the theme of the song? 

General Exercise 

1. Have you ever listened to a very beautiful song and loved 
it? 

2. Have you ever attended a music concert and found it very 
inspiring? Describe your feeling when the song or the 
concert was over. 

3. Read the following lines from ‘The Solitary Reaper’ to see 
how Wordsworth described his feeling of joy after the song. 

I listened, motionless and still; 

And, as I mounted up the hill, 

The music in my heart I bore, 

Long after it was heard no more. 


horror drifted away: There was no fear or horror. If was replaced with delight 
the singing will never be done: Though wordless, the song will continue to 
give happiness to people 



Coachman 

AH 



Old Coachman Ali is anxiously waiting for a letter 
from his daughter. On his daily visit to the post office, 
he receives unkind remarks instead of the letter. Does 
a letter ever come? Do those who mock him have a 
change of heart? Read and find out. 


I 

It was a cold morning and stars still glowed in the grey sky. 
An old man was walking along the road, now and again 
pulling his tattered cloak tighter to shield his frail body from 
the biting wind. The whole town was wrapped in silence. 


tattered, torn in many places shield protect 
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Most of its inhabitants were still asleep. The old man plodded 
on till he came out of the town gate on to a straight road. 
Along this he now went at a somewhat slower pace, 
supporting himself on his old staff. 

On one side of the road was a row of trees, on the other 
the town’s public garden. At the end of the garden stood a 
big building, and light gleamed through its closed doors and 
windows. On the arch hung an old board with the newly- 
painted letters: Post Office. The old man went in quietly and 
squatted on the veranda. The voices of two or three people 
busy at their routine work could be heard faintly through 
the wall. 

Name after name rang out from within as the clerk read 
out the addresses on the letters and flung them to the waiting 
postmen. From long practice he had acquired great speed in 
reading out the titles—Commissioner, Superintendent, 
Diwan Sahib, Librarian—and in flinging the letters out. 

In the midst of the proceedings a jesting voice from inside 
called, “Coachman Ali”. 

The old man got up, raised his eyes to heaven in gratitude 
and stepping forward, put his hand on the door. 

“Godul BhaV.” 

“Yes, who’s there?” 

“You called out Coachman Ali’s name, didn’t you? Here I 
am, I have come for my letter.” 

“It is a madman, sir, who worries us by calling every day 
for letters that never come,” said the clerk to the postmaster. 

The old man went back slowly to the bench which he had 
occupied everyday for five long years. 

Ali had once been a clever shikari. As his skills increased 
so did his love for the hunt, till at last it was impossible for 


ilodded walked with heavy steps staff walking stick 
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him to pass a day without it. Besides hunting, he would 
often go out with his friends, the fishermen, and generally 
live a contented busy life. But when the evening of his life 
was drawing in, he left his old ways and suddenly took a 
new turn. His only child, Miriam, married and left him. She 
went off with a soldier to his regiment in the Punjab and for 
the last five years he had had no news of his daughter for 
whose sake alone he dragged on a cheerless existence. Now 
he understood the meaning of love and separation. He 
reflected deeply and came to the conclusion that the whole 
universe was built up through love and that the grief of 
separation was inescapable. Since that day he had risen 
each morning at four o’clock to walk to the post office. In his 
whole life he had never received a letter, but with a devout 
serenity born of hope and faith he continued his visits and 
was always the first to arrive. 

The post office, one of the most uninteresting buildings 
in the world, became his place of pilgrimage. He always 
occupied a particular seat in a particular corner of the 
building and when people got to know his habit they laughed 
at him. The postmen began to make fun of him. Even though 
there was no letter for him they would call out his name for 
the fun of seeing him jump up and come to the door. But 
with boundless faith and infinite patience he came every 
day and went away empty-handed. 

One day, he was there as usual, and did not move from 
his seat till at last they had all gone. Ali too got up and 
saluting the post office as though it housed some holy relic, 
went off, a pitiable figure, a century behind his time. 


contented: happy; satisfied inescapable unavoidable; from which 
there is no escape devout- pious, almost sacred serenity, calmness 
boundless: great; deep relic- something belonging to a holy person and 
deeply respected 
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“That fellow,” asked the postmaster, “is he mad?” 

“Who, sir? Oh yes,” answered the clerk. “No matter what 
sort of weather, he has been here every day for the last five 
years. But he doesn’t get any letters.” 

“Madmen are strange,” the postmaster said. 

Then everyone m the post office began talking of 
lunacy. All working-class people have the habit of taking 
periodic rest by joining in a general discussion for a few 
minutes. After listening to them a little, the postmaster 
got up and said, “It seems as though the mad live in a 
world of their own making. To them, perhaps, we too 
appear mad. The madman’s world is rather like the poet’s, 
I should think!” 

He laughed as he spoke the last words, looking at one of 
the clerks who wrote indifferent verse. Then he went out 
and the office became still again. 


Comprehension 
Mark the right item. 

1. The old man going along the road was 

(i) enjoying his morning walk. 

(ii) was feeling cold and weak. 

(lii) was wearing a warm cloak 

2. He was going to 

(i) the town gate. 

(ii) the public garden. 

(iii) the post office. 

3. The clerk called aloud the old man’s name 

(i) to make fun of him. 

(ii) to greet him 

(iii) to give him a letter. 


lunacy: madness indifferent: not good/satisfactory 
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4. “The grief of separation is inescapable.” Which of the 
following comes closest to the meaning of this sentence? 

(i) When one’s kith and kin go away, one feels lonely and sad 

(ii) Children grow up and become independent Parents 
feel lonely and unhappy. 

(iii) Separation, which brings grief, is a fact of life and one 
should accept it. 

5. “The post office became his place of pilgrimage." Some 
phrases given below are associated m meaning with the 
italicised words in this sentence. Write 'yes’ against those 
phrases. 

(i) devout serenity_ 

(ii) one of the most uninteresting buildings_ 

(in) saluting the post office_ 

(iv) holy relic_ 

(v) boundless faith and infinite patience_ 

(vi) a cheerless existence_ 

(vii) grief of separation_ 


II 

For several days Ali had not come to the post office. There 
was no one with enough sympathy or understanding to 
guess the reason, but they were all curious to know what 
had stopped the old man. At last he came again; but he 
was struggling to breathe and his face bore clear signs of 
his approaching end. That day he could not contain 
his impatience. 

“Master Sahib,” he begged the postmaster, “have you a 
letter from my Miriam?” 

The postmaster wanted to go out and was in a hurry. 

“What a pest you are, brother!” he exclaimed. 

“My name is Ali,” answered Ali absent-mindedly. 


pest, nuisance; an annoying person 
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“I know! I know! But do you think we’ve got your Miriam’s 
name registered?” 

“Then please note it down, brother. It will be useful if a 
letter should come when I am not here.” For how should the 
simple villager, who had spent three-quarters of his life 
hunting, know that Miriam’s name was not worth a pie to 
anyone but her father? 

The postmaster was beginning to lose his temper. “Have 
you no sense?” he cried. “Get away! Do you think we’re going 
to eat your letter when it comes?” And he walked off hastily. 
Ali came out very slowly, turning after every few steps to 
gaze at the post office. His eyes were filling with tears, for 
his patience was exhausted, even though he still had faith. 

Ali heard one of the clerks coming up behind him and 
turned to him. 

“Brother,” he said. 
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The clerk was surprised, but being a decent fellow he 
said, “Well?” 

“Here, look at this,” and Ali produced an old tin box and 
emptied five gold coins into the surprised clerk’s hands. 

“Do not look so startled,” he continued. “They will be 
useful to you, and they can never be so to me. But will you 
do one thing?” 

“What?” 

“What do you see up there?” said Ali, pointing to the sky. 

“Heaven.” 

“Allah is there, and in his presence I am giving you 
this money. When it comes, you must forward my Miriam’s 
letter to me.” 

“But where —where am I to send it?” asked the utterly 
bewildered clerk. 

“To my grave.” 

“What?” 

“Yes. It is true. Today is my last day; my very last, alas! 
And I have not seen Miriam. I have had no letter from her.” 
There were tears in Ali’s eyes as the clerk slowly left him 
and went on his way with the five gold coins in his pocket. 

Ali was never seen again and no one troubled to inquire 
after him. 


Comprehension 

I. Who says this to whom? 

1. Have you a letter from my Miriam? 

2. What a pest you are, brother' 

3. Then please note it down. 

4. But where am I to send it? 

5. Today is my last day. 


startled 1 surprised bewildered: puzzled, confused 
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II. Complete the following from memory. 

1 There was no one with enough sympathy or 

understanding _. (to guess the reason for 

his absence/to give him the letter/to ask him where he 
had been) 

2. How would All, who had spent three-quarters of his life 

_, know that his daughter’s name and address 

were not important to others? (waiting/hunting/ 
wandering) 

3. The postmaster was beginning to lose _. 

(hope/patience/his temper) 

4. Allah is there, and in his presence _ 

(I am making a solemn promise/I am giving you this 
money/I am asking you to do me a favour) 

5. There were tears in All’s eyes as the clerk left him and 

went on his way_. (with a load of letters on 

his back/Ali’s last words ringing m his ears/with five 
gold coins in his pocket) 


III 

One day, however, trouble came to the postmaster. His 
daughter lay ill in another town and he was anxiously waiting 
for news of her. The post was brought in and the letters 
piled on the table. Seeing an envelope which he thought was 
from his daughter, the postmaster eagerly snatched it up. It 
was addressed to Coachman All and he dropped it as though 
it had given him an electric shock. The haughty temper of 
the official had quite left him in his sorrow and anxiety, and 
had laid bare his human heart. He knew at once that this 
was the letter the old man had been waiting for; it must be 
from his daughter, Miriam. 


haughty temper bad nature (showing arrogance and pride) 
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“Lakshmi Das!” palled the postmaster. This was the name 
of the clerk to whom Ali had given his money. 

“Yes, sir?” 

“This is for your old Coachman Ali. Where is he now?” 

“I will find out, sir.” 

The postmaster did not receive his own letter that day. 
He worried all night and getting up at three, went to sit in 
the office. ‘When Ali comes at four o’clock,’ he mused, ‘I will 
give him the letter myself.’ 

For now, the postmaster understood well All’s heart and 
even his very soul. After spending but a single night in 
suspense, anxiously waiting for news of his daughter, his 
heart was brimming with sympathy for the poor old man 
who had spent sleepless nights for five years m similar 
suspense. At the stroke of five he heard a soft knock on the 
door; he felt sure it was All. He rose quickly from his chair, 
his suffering father’s heart recognising another and flung 
the door wide open. 

“Come in, brother All,” he cried. 

Lakshmi Das had heard the postmaster’s words as he 
came towards the office from another quarter. “Who was 
that, sir? Old Ali?” he asked. But the postmaster took no 
notice of him. He was staring at the doorway through which 
Ali had disappeared. Where could he have gone? At last he 
turned to Lakshmi Das. “Yes, I was speaking to Ali,” he said. 

“Old Ali is dead, sir. But give me his letter.” 

“What! But when? Are you sure, Lakshmi Das?” 

“Yes, it is so,” broke in a postman who had just arrived. 
“All died three months ago.” 

The postmaster was bewildered. Miriam’s letter was lying 
near the door; Ali’s image was still before his eyes. He listened 


brimming with: full of broke in, said; interrupted 
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to Lakshmi Das’ recital of the last interview. He was 
perplexed. Had he really seen Ali? Had his imagination 
deceived him? Or had it perhaps been Lakshmi Das? 

The daily routine began. The clerk read out the addresses — 
Police Commissioner, Superintendent, Librarian — and flung 
the letters deftly. 

But the postmaster now watched them eagerly as though 
each contained a warm, beatmg heart. He no longer thought 
of them in terms of envelopes and postcards. He saw the 
essential, human worth of a letter. 

That evening you might have seen Lakshmi Das and the 
postmaster walking slowly to Ali’s grave. They laid the letter 
on it and turned back. 


recital: account; narration deftly, expertly 
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“Lakshmi Das, were you indeed the first to come to the office 
this morning?” 

“Yes, sir. I was the first.” 

“Then how... No, I don’t understand...” 

“What, sir?” 

“Oh, never mind,” the postmaster said shortly. At the 
office he parted from Lakshmi Das and went in. The newly 
awakened father’s heart in him was reproaching him for 
having failed to understand Ali’s anxiety, for now he himself 
had to spend another night of restless anxiety. Tortured by 
doubt and remorse, he sat in his chair to wait for news of 
his daughter. 


Dhoomaketu 

translated from the 
Gujarati by the author 
\ [abridged and simplified] 


Activities 


Comprehension 

I. Write ‘true’ or ‘not true’ against each statement. 

(i) The postmaster had a problem. It was the same as 

All’s_ 

(ii) The postmaster was happy that All's letter had finally 

come._ 

(iii) There was a letter for the postmaster as well on the 

same day._ 

(iv) Everyone expected Ali to be at the post office early in 

the morning._ 


reproaching him: criticising him (here, making him feel guilty) 
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(v) The postmaster understood Ali’s problem after 

experiencing it himself, and felt friendly and 
sympathetic towards All._ 

(vi) Ali knocked at the door at five o’clock in the 

morning._ 

(vii) Lakshmi Das knew that Ali wouldn’t be able to 

come._ 

(viii) The postmaster was sure he had seen All at the 
door._ 

(ix) The postmaster and Lakshmi Das personally took the 

letter where it. belonged._ 

(x) The postmaster was now a changed man._ 

II. Write a sentence against each of the following statements 
Your sentence should explain the statement. You can pick 
out sentences from the text and rewrite them 

1. The whole town was wrapped in silence. 


2. As he grew old, Ali left his old ways and took a new 
turn. 


3. Madmen live m a world of their own. 


4. The postmaster dropped the letter as though It had given 
him an electric shock. 


5. The postmaster saw the essential human worth of a 
letter. 


III. Answer the following questions. 

1, Why did the postmen call Coachman Ali mad? Do you 
find their remarks fair in any way? If not, why? 
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2. Why did All give Lakshmi Das all the money he had 
saved'? 

3. What made the postmaster think it was All knocking 
at the door*? 

Vocabulary 

I. In place of the italicised words in the following sentences 

use the words/phrases given m the box below. 

1. He threw away the paper in disgust. 

2. I have covered up the parcels and they are ready to be 
posted 

3 Don’t pay any attention to what he says. He is too excited 
at the moment. 

4. You look serious and thoughtful. Is there anything 
wrong? 

5. Seniors have no right to make Jun of newcomers in 
schools and colleges. 


wrapped up grave flung ridicule take any notice of ‘ 


II. Encircle the words which are wrongly spelt here. Correct 
their spelling. 

recitle shield comissioner quietly cheerles 
contentment bilduings infinite pityable receive 
decieve separation reproach qurious breethe 

Composition 

Write a short paragraph including the points given below and 
any other which you consider relevant 
® You are the postmaster. 

• All’s letter has come. 

« Ali has stopped coming to the post office. 

® The letter should be delivered at once. 




Money 



Everyone needs money. But does money make one 
really happy? Money as well as lack oj it teaches us 
good lessons about human nature. 


When I had money, money, O! 

I knew no joy till I went poor; 

For many a false man as a friend 
Came knocking all day at my door. 

Then felt I like a child that holds 
A trumpet that he must not blow 
Because a man is dead; I dared 
Not speak to let this false world know. 


many a false man: many dishonest people pretending to be friendly 
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Much have I thought of life, and seen 
How poor men’s hearts are ever light, 
And how their wives do hum like bees 
About their work from morn till nigh . 


$ ; 



So, when I hear these poor ones laugh, 

And see the rich ones coldly frown 
Poor men, think I, need not go up 
So much as rich men should come down. 

When I had money, money, O! 

My many friends proved al un rue. 

Hut now I have no money, 

My friends are real, though very few. 

_..., tjcmdv Davies 


Questions 


!. When was the poet happier - with money or 

2, (i) What did he want to speak about? 

(ii) Why didn’t he speak? 


without it? 


light: cheerful; carefree 
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3. What is his comment about people without money? 

4. (i) Which words in the fourth stanza bring out a clear 

contrast between the rich and the poor'? 

(ii) Which of the following explains the meaning of “go up" 
and “come down" in the fourth stanza? 

(a) The poor should become rich, and the rich should 
become poor. 

(b) The rich and the poor should remain as they are 

(c) The rich need to give up their pride to understand 
the poor. 

Mark your choice 

5. (i) What did the poet learn about people when he had money? 
(ii) What did he learn about them when he had no money? 

General Exercise 

Excess of anything, including money, is not good. Discuss 




Fire: Friend 
and Foe 



Fire is both useful and dangerous. What is fire? How 
did we discover it? How do we control it? 


Early man didn’t know what fire was, but he must have 
seen the damage it could cause. He must have watched 
lightning and volcanoes long before he began to use fire 
himself. Fire was powerful and dangerous, and he was 
frightened. 

Fire may have puzzled early man but we now know that 
fire is the result of a chemical reaction. When the oxygen in 
the air combines with carbon and hydrogen in a fuel, a 
chemical reaction takes place. Energy in the form of heat and 
light is released in this process. This is what we call fire. 
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Three things are needed to make fire—fuel, oxygen and 
heat, Wood, coal, cooking gas and petrol are some examples 
of fuel. Oxygen comes from the air. That is why, when you 
blow on smouldering paper, it often bursts into flame. The 
third thing needed to make fire is heat. Fuel and oxygen do 
not make fire by themselves, or else a newspaper or a stick 
lying in the open would catch fire on its own. To burn a 
piece of paper or wood, we heat it before it catches fire. We 
generally do it with a lighted match. Every fuel has a 
particular temperature at which it begins to burn. This 
temperature is called the ‘flash point’ or ‘kindling temperature’ 
of the fuel. 

It is sometimes said that fire is a good servant but a bad 
master. It only means that fire is very useful as long as it is 
kept under control. 

For instance, we use it to cook our food, warm our homes 
in winter and to generate electricity. But, on the other hand, 
if fire gets out of control it can be very dangerous. Each year 
thousands of homes and shops are damaged by fire. Vast 
areas of forest are also destroyed and hundreds of people 
are killed or injured. 

Just as three things are needed to start a fire, there are 
three mam ways in which a fire can be put out. In each, one 
of the three things needed for burning is taken away. 

For example, we can take away the fuel. If the fire has no 
fuel to feed on, no burning can take place. We often let a fire 
die out simply by not adding more fuel to it, 

The second way of putting out a fire is to prevent oxygen 
from reaching it. No supply of oxygen means no fire. Small 
' v es can be put out or ‘smothered’ with a damp blanket or 


lldering: burning slowly without flame generate: produce add fuel to 
lames (idiom): say or do something that makes people react more strongly 
j fiercely smothered: suffocated (from lack of air) 
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a sack. This stops oxygen reaching the burning material. 
Sometimes, carbon dioxide is used to extinguish fire. It 
does not allow oxygen to reach the burning material. The 
third way of putting out a fire is to remove the heat. If 
the temperature can be brought down below the flash 
point, the fuel stops burning. You blow on a burning 
matchstick or a candle to put it out. In doing so, you 
remove the hot air around the flame bringing down its 
temperature below the flash point, and the candle goes 
out. Sometimes, water is sprayed on a fire. It absorbs 
heat from the burning fuel and lowers the temperature. 
The blanket of water also cuts off the supply of oxygen, 
and the fire is extinguished. 

Some fires cannot be put out with water. If water is 
sprayed onto an oil fire, the oil will float to the top of the 
water and continue to burn. This can be very dangerous 
because water can flow quickly, carrying the burning oil 
with it and spreading the fire. Water should also not be 
used on fires caused by electrical appliances. The person 
spraying water might receive an electric shock and be killed. 
A carbon dioxide extinguisher is the best thing to fight an 
electrical fire. 

We spend millions of rupees each year in fighting fires. 
And we spend more trying to find new ways of preventing 
fires from happening and getting out of control. On the whole, 
we have learnt rather well to control fire and put it to good 
use in our everyday life. 

Long ago, there were no firemen. When fire broke out, 
everybody became a fire fighter. People formed human chains 
(they still do if required) and passed buckets of water from 
a well or a pond to the blaze. Now there are laws about 
building construction which ensure that space is left between 


extinguish: put out 



Modern English 



buildings to reduce the fire risk. Every new building, 
especially a public place, must ensure observance of fire 
prevention norms. Bands of fire-fighting workers with special 
equipment, known as fire brigades, are there to put out 
fires. Fire fighters are highly trained people. They possess 
many skills. They cut off electricity supply, knock down 
dangerous walls, spray water and other materials to bring 
fire under control. They are also trained in first aid so 
that they can help people suffering from burns or from the 
effects of smoke. 

The discovery of fire and its uses helped early man to 
cope with nature better and gradually adopt a settled mode 
of life. Fire is still worshipped in many parts of the world. 
Fire is indeed a friend but, as we know, it can be a dangerous 
enemy once it gets out of control. 


bands: groups equipment: things needed cope: deal with, manage 
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Comprehension 

I. Answer the following questions 

1 Early man was frightened of 

(i) lightning and volcanoes 

(ii) the damage caused by them. 

(ni) fire. 

Mark the correct answer 

2. ( 1 ) Fire is energy. 

( 11 ) Fire is heat and light. 

(iii) Fire is the result of a chemical reaction 
Mark the correct answer. 

3. (l) That is fire. 

(ii) A chemical reaction takes place. 

(lii) Energy in the form of heat and light is released. 

(iv) Oxygen combines with carbon and hydrogen. 

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (ii) (in) (i) (iv) (iv) (lii) (ii) (i) (iv) (ii) (iii) (i) 
Mark the correct order. 

4. Match items in Column A with those in Column B 



A 


B 

(l) 

fuel 

e 

lighted matchstick 



• 

air 

(ii) 

oxygen 

© 

coal 



9 

burning coal 



© 

wood 

(hi) 

heat 

0 

smouldering paper 



0 

cooking gas 


5. What do you understand by the ‘flash point’ of a fuel? 

6. (i) What are some common uses of fire? 

(ii) In what sense is it a “bad master”? 

7. What are the three mam ways in which a fire can be 
controlled or put out? 
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8. Why does a burning candle go out when you blow 
on it? 

9. Spraying water is not a good way of putting out an oil 
fire or an electrical fire. Why? 

10. What are some of the things you should do to prevent a 
fire at home and in the school? 

II. Match items in Box A with those in Box B 

A 

j (i) To burn paper or a piece of wood, 

1 (li) Small fires can be put out 
! (in) When water is spread on fire, 
j (iv) A carbon dioxide extinguisher is the best thing 
(v) Space left between buildings 


B 


• it absorbs heat from the burning material and 
lowers the temperature. 

a reduces the risk of fire. 

• with a damp blanket, 

• we heat it before it catches fire. 

• to put out an electrical fire. 


Vocabulary 

I. Fill m the blanks m the sentences below with the words in 
the box 

carbon cause Tire smother 

1. Gandhiji’s life was devoted to the _ of 

justice and fair play 

2. Have you insured your house against_? 

3 Diamond is nothing but_m its pure form. 

4 If you put too much coal on the fire at once you will 
_it. 
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5. Smoking is said to be the main o f heart 

disease. 

6. When asked by an ambitious writer whether he should 

put some_into his stories, Somerset 

Maugham murmured, “No, the other way round” 

7. She is a_copy of her mother. 

8 It is often difficult to_a yawn when you listen 

to a long speech on the value of time. 

II One word is italicised m each sentence Find its opposite in 

the box and fill m the blanks. 

if spending shut destroy subtract increase I 


1. You were required to keep the door open, not_. 

2. Pupil: What mark did I get in yesterday’s Maths test? 

Teacher You got what you get when you add five and 
five and _ten from the total. 

3. Run four kilometres a day to preserve your health Run 

a lot more to_it 

4. If a doctor advises a lean and lanky patient to reduce 

his weight further, be sure he is doing it to_ 

his income. 

5 The world is too much with us; late and soon. 

Getting and_we lay waste our powers. (Wordsworth) 

Composition 

Look at the following three units. First reorder the items in 
each unit to make a meaningful sentence Next, reorder the 
sentences to make a meaningful paragraph Use correct 
punctuation marks in the paragraph. 

1. and eighteen fire tenders struggled/the fire began on 

Monday/ to douse the blaze till morning 

2. in a major fire/over 25 shops/were gutted 

3. but property/was destroyed/worth several lakhs/no 

casualties were reported 



A Bicycle in 
Good Repair 



If you wish to go on a long bicycle ride, the bicycle 
should be in good condition. If possible, an expert 
mechanic should overhaul it. But what happens if 
the machine has a will of its own and the mechanic 
knows next to nothing? 

A man I knew proposed one evening we should go for a 
long bicycle ride together on the following day, and I 
agreed. I got up early, for me; I made an effort, and was 
)leased with myself. He came half an hour late; I was 
waiting for him m the garden. It was a lovely day. He 
said, “That’s a good-looking machine of yours. How does 
it run?” 
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“Oh, like most of them!” I answered; “easily enough in 
the morning; goes a little stiffly after lunch.” 

He caught hold of it by the front wheel and the fork, and 
shook it violently. 

I said, “Don’t do that; you’ll hurt it.” 

I did not see why he should shake it; it had not done 
anything to him. Besides, if it wanted shaking, I was the 
proper person to shake it. I felt much as I should had he 
started whacking my dog. 

He said, “This front wheel wobbles.” 

I said, “It doesn’t if you don't wobble it.” It didn’t wobble, 
as a matter of fact—nothing worth calling a wobble. 

He said, “This is dangerous; have you got a hammer?” 

I ought to have been firm, but I thought that perhaps he 
really did know something about the business. I went to the 
tool shed to see what I could find. When I came back he was 
sitting on the ground with the front wheel between his legs. 
He was playing with it, twiddling it round between his finger? 
the remnant of the machine was lying on the gravel pat 
beside him. 

He said, “It looks to me as if the bearings were all wrong.” 

I said, “Don’t you trouble about it any more; you will 
make yourself tired. Let us put it back and get off.” 

He said, “We may as well see what is the matter with it, 
now it is out.” He talked as though it had dropped out 
by accident. 

Before I could stop him he had unscrewed something 
somewhere, and out rolled all over the path some dozen or 
so little balls. 

“Catch ’em!” he shouted; “catch ’em! We mustn’t lose any 
of them.” He was quite excited about them. 


whacking: beating; striking wobbles: moves unsteadily from side to side 
twiddling: turning remnant: remaining parts bearings: ball-bearings 
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We grovelled round for half an hour, and found sixteen. 
He said he hoped we had got them all, because, if not, it 
would make a serious difference to the machine. I put them 
for safety in my hat. It was not a sensible thing to do, I admit. 

He then said that while he was about it he would see to 
the chain for me, and at once began taking off the gear- 
case. I did try to dissuade him from that. I told him what an 
experienced friend of mine once said to me solemnly: “If 
anything goes wrong with your gear-case, sell the machine 
and buy a new one; it comes cheaper.” 

He said, “People talk like that who understand nothing about 
machines. Nothing is easier than taking off a gear-case.” 

I had to confess he was right. In less than five minutes 
he had the gear-case in two pieces, lying on the path, and 
was grovelling for screws. He said it was always a mystery to 
him the way screws disappeared. 

Common sense continued to whisper to me- ‘Stop him, 
before he does any more mischief. You have a right to protect 
your own property from the ravages of a lunatic. Take him 
by the scruff of the neck, and kick him out of the gate!’ 

But I am weak when it comes to hurting other people’s 
feelings, and I let him muddle on. 

He gave up looking for the rest of the screws. He said 
screws had a knack of turning up when you least expected 
them, and that now he would see to the chain, He tightened 
it till it would not move; next he loosened it until it was twice 
as loose as it was before. Then he said we had better think 
about getting the front wheel back into its place again. 

I held the fork open, and he worried with the wheel. At 
the end of ten minutes I suggested he should hold the fork, 
and that I should handle the wheel; and we changed places. 


grovelled: crawled on the ground see to the chain: check or examine the 
chain ravages: damages lunatic: mad person muddle: mix up things 
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At length we did get the thing into position; and the 
moment it was in position he burst out laughing. 

I said, “What’s the joke?” 

He said, “Well, I am an ass!” 

It was the first thing he had said that made me respect 
him. I asked him what had led him to the discovery. 

He said, “We’ve forgotten the balls!” 

I looked for my hat; it was lying topsy-turvy in the middle 
of the path. 

He was of a cheerful disposition. He said, “Well, we must 
put back all we can find, and trust to providence.” 

We found eleven. We fixed six on one side and five on 
the other, and half an hour later the wheel was in its place 
again. It need hardly be added that it really did wobble 
now; a child might have noticed it. He said it would do for 
the present. 


topsy-turvy: upside down 
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I said, “Watching you do this is of real use to me. It is not 
only your skill that fascinates me, it is your cheery confidence 
in yourself, your inexplicable hopefulness, that does me good.” 

Thus encouraged, he set to work to refix the gear-case. 
He stood the bicycle against the house, and worked from 
the off side. Then he stood it against a tree, and worked 
from the on side. Then I held it for him, while he lay on the 
ground with his head between the wheels, and worked at it 
from below, and dropped oil upon himself, Then he took it 
away from me, and doubled himself across it till he lost his 
balance and slid over on to his head. 

Then he lost his temper and tried bullying the thing. 
The bicycle, I was glad to see, showed spirit; and the 
subsequent proceedings degenerated into little else than a 



inexplicable; that can't be explained; mysterious off/on side: (in cricket) off 
side is that side of the field which the batsman is facing to receive the ball, on 
side is the opposite of that degenerated into; were reduced to 
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rough-and-tumble fight between him and the machine. One 
moment the bicycle would be on the gravel path, and he on 
top of it; the next, the position would be reversed—he on 
the gravel path, the bicycle on him. Now he would be standing 
flushed with victory, the bicycle firmly fixed between his legs. 
But his triumph would be short-lived. By a sudden, quick 
movement it would free itself and, turning upon him, hit 
him sharply over the head with one of its handles. 

At a quarter to one, dirty and dishevelled, cut and bleeding, 
he said, “I think that will do”, and rose and wiped his brow. 

The bicycle looked as if it also had had enough of it. Which 
had received most punishment it would have been difficult 
to say. I took him into the back kitchen where, so far as was 
possible, he cleaned himself. Then I sent him home. 


Activities 


Jerome K. Jerome 

I abridged] 


Comprehension 

1 “I got up early, for me.” It Implies that 
( 1 ) he was an early riser. 

(ii) he was a late riser. 

(iii) he got up late that morning. 

Mark the correct answer. 

2. The bicycle “goes easily enough m the morning and a little 
stiffly after lunch ” The remark is 
(i) humorous 
(n) inaccurate. 

(In) sarcastic. 

(iv) enjoyable. 

(v) meaningless. 

Mark your choice(s). 


rough-and-tumble: totally confusing, in complete disorder dishevelled: (hair 
or clothes) untidy, ruffled 
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3. The friend shook the bicycle violently. Find two or three 
sentences in the text which express the author’s 
disapproval of it. 

4. Did the front wheel really wobble? What is your opinion? 
Give a reason for your answer. 

5. In what condition did the author find the bicycle when 
he returned from the tool shed? 

6. “...if not. it would make a serious difference to the 
machine.” What does ‘it’ refer to? 

7. “Nothing is easier than taking off the gear-case.” Modify 
this sentence in the light of what actually happens, 

8. What special treatment did the chain receive? 

9. The friend has two qualities — he knows what he is doing 
and is absolutely sure it is good Find the two phrases 
in the text which mean the same. 

10. Describe ‘the fight’ between the man and the machine. 
Find the relevant sentences m the text and write them. 

V ocabula ry 

I Add -ly to the italicised word m each sentence. Rewrite the 
sentence using the new word. See the examples first. 

• He walks as if his legs were stiff. 

He walks stiffly. 

• Why did the mechanic shake the bicycle in such 
a violent manner, 

Why did the mechanic shake the bicycle so 

violently. 

1 It is obvious that the work has not been done m a proper 
way. 

2. He made the statement m affirm manner. 

3. The job can be completed within a week in an easy way. 

4. You did not try in a serious manner, or else you would 
have been successful. 

5 She recited the poem in a cheerfful manner 
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II. Use the following phrases appropriately in place of the 
italicised words in the sentences given below 


as a matter of fact by accident see to it we had better 
as well on top of that will do have had enough of 


1. In addition to borrowing fifty rupees, he asked me to 
lend him my bicycle. 

2 Actually, I didn’t intend to come to your place I reached 
here without planning. 

3. Sunil, there’s a letter for you in today’s post. There’s 
one for me also. 

4. Everybody thought I had composed the poem. The truth 
is my younger sister did it 

5. The doctor told the patient to make sure that he took 
his pills on time. 

6. It will be betterJor ns to plan our trip before setting out. 

7. No more sugar m my tea, please. That’s enough. 

8. I have received plenty of punishment. Now I deserve a 
reward. 

III. Correct the spelling of the following words using gh, ff or f. 

e_ort enou_ sti_ly _act 

hal_ di_erence sa_ety con_ess 

scru_ lau_mg rou_ _lush 

Composition 

Write a paragraph describing a bus ride Use the following 

points Add some of your own. 

• visit to a village fair 

8 three-hour journey by bus 

8 an old and crowded bus 

• friendly passengers 

® on the whole, trip tiring but enjoyable 




My Shadow 



The poet finds his shadow amusing as well as 
perplexing. It grows tall and small without any 
apparent reason, and follows him everywhere and 
at all times except just once ... 


I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me, 

And what can be the use of him is more than I can see; 
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head, 
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed. 


what can be the use of him: how he is useful 
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The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow— 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an India-rubber ball 
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at 


One morning very early, before the sun was up, 

I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 
But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head, 
Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in 


Robert Louis Stevenson 



Questions 

1 What is it that the poet cannot understand about his 
shadow? 

2 Find m the first stanza phrases that mean the following 

(i) resembles me 
(n) complete in every detail 
3. Who gets into bed first—the poet or the shadow? 

4 What is most amusing about the shadow? 

5. How much does the shadow shrink at times? 

6. Which of the following do you think is the key phrase in the 
last stanza, and why? 

(l) one morning very early 
(n) before the sun was up 
(m) my lazy little shadow 

(iv) an arrant sleepy-head 

(v) fast asleep in bed 


shoots up: grows big/high gets so little: shrinks buttercup: plant with 
yellow cup-shaped flowers arrant: of the highest degree sleepy-head: lazy, 
not bright or alert 
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G eneral Exercise 

I. Have you ever watched your own shadow? Describe 
something amusing you have observed For an idea, say 
how it imitates you. 

II. Study the following Idiomatic expressions with ‘shadow’ 
in them. 

• The dog is his master’s shadow. (consLant attendant or 
companion) 

■ He is afraid of his own shadow, (veiy timid) 

“ He used to be a good footballer, but now he is only a 
shadow of his former self, (does not have the same 
strength/skill/influence that he formerly had) 



The First 
Letter 



Tegumai and his little daughter, Taffy, go out fishing. 
Tegumai breaks his spear and Taffy does her best 
to have his other spear brought from home. In the 
process, she stumbles on a' great invention, though 
it causes the Stranger-man, her messenger, no end 
of trouble. Read on to find out more. 


I 

Very, very long ago, when man lived in caves, and wore very 
few clothes, and couldn’t read and write, and except when 
he was hungry, he was quite happy. It was then that Tegumai 
and his wife Teshumai and their little daughter Taffy lived 
happily in a cave. 
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One day Tegumai went down through the beaver-swamp 
to the Wagai river to catch fish for dinner, and Taffy went 
too. His spear was made of wood with shark’s teeth at the 
end, and before he had caught any fish at all he accidentally 
broke it by jabbing it down too hard on the bottom of the 
river. They were miles and miles from home and Tegumai 
had forgotten to bring any extra spears. 

“It will take me half the day to mend this.” 

“There’s your big black spear at home,” said Taffy. “Let 
me run back to the cave and bring it.” 

“It’s too far for your little legs,” said Tegumai. “Besides, 
you might fall into the beaver-swamp and be drowned. We 
must make the best of a bad job.” He sat down and took out 
a little bag and began to mend the spear. Taffy sat down too, 
with her toes in the water and her chin m her hand, and 
thought very hard. Then she said, “I say, Daddy, it’s an awful 
nuisance that you and I don’t know how to write, isn’t it? If 
we did, we could send a message for the new spear.” 

Just then a Stranger-man came along the river, but he 
belonged to another tribe and did not understand one 
word of Tegumai’s language. He stood on the bank and 
smiled at Taffy, because he had a little daughter of his 
own at home. 

“Come here,” said Taffy. “Do you know where my Mummy 
lives?” And the Stranger-man said “Um!” — being, as you 
know, a member of another tribe. 

“Silly!” said Taffy, and she stamped her foot, because 
she saw a shoal of fish going up the river just when her 
Daddy couldn’t use his spear. 


beaver: a fur-coated animal that lives on land and in water (A beaver-swamp 
is a swamp full of beavers ) swamp: soft wet land; marsh jabbing: poking/ 
pushing roughly stamped her foot: put her foot down angrily shoal of 
fish: great number of fish 
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“Don’t bother grown-ups,” said Tegumai, so busy with 
his spear-mending that he did not turn round. 

“I only want him to do what I want him to do, and he 
won’t understand,” said Taffy. The Stranger-man sat down 
on the grass, and Taffy showed him what her Daddy was 
doing. The Stranger-man thought, This is a very wonderful 
child. She stamps her foot at me and she makes faces. She 
must be the daughter of that noble Chief who is so great 
that he won’t take any notice of me.’ So he smiled more 
politely than ever. 

“Now,” said Taffy, “I want you to go to my Mummy, because 
your legs are longer than mine, and you won’t 
fall mto the beaver-swamp, and ask for Daddy’s other spear — 
the one with the black handle that hangs over our fireplace.” 

The Stranger-man thought. This is a very, very wonderful 
child. She waves her arms and she shouts at me, but I don’t 
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understand a word of what she says. But if I don’t do what 
she wants, I greatly fear the haughty Chief will be angry.’ He 
got up and twisted a big flat piece of bark off a birch-tree 
and gave it to Taffy. He did this to show that his heart was 
as white as the birch-bark and that he meant no harm; but 
Taffy didn’t quite understand. 

“Oh!” said she. “Now I see! You want my Mummy’s 
address? Of course I can’t write, but I can draw pictures if 
I’ve anything sharp to scratch with. Please lend me the 
shark’s tooth off your necklace.” 

The Stranger-man didn’t say anything, so Taffy put up 
her little hand and pulled at the beautiful shark-tooth 
necklace round his neck. 

Then she lay down flat on her tummy with her legs in 
the air, like some people on the drawing-room floor when 
they want to draw pictures, and she said, “Now I’ll draw 
you some beautiful pictures! You can look over my shoulder, 
but you mustn’t joggle. First I’ll draw Daddy fishing. It isn’t 
very like him; but Mummy will know, because I’ve drawn 
his spear all broken. Well, now I’ll draw the other spear 



ghty: proud and arrogant birch-bark: a piece of bark from a birch tree, 
uch is white in colour joggle: move or shake 
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that he wants, the black-handled spear. It looks as if it was 
sticking in Daddy’s back, but that’s because the shark’s 
tooth slipped and this piece of bark isn’t big enough. That’s 
the spear I want you to fetch and this is me. My hair doesn’t 
stand up like I’ve drawn, but it’s easier to draw that way. 
Now I’ll draw you. I think you’re very nice really, but I can’t 
make you pretty in the picture, so you mustn’t be offended. 
Are you offended?” 

The Stranger-man smiled and smiled. “Look,” said Taffy, 
drawing very hard and rather scratchily, “now I’ve drawn 
you, and I’ve put the spear that Daddy wants into your hand, 
just to remind you that you’re to bring it. Now I’ll show you 
how to find my Mummy. You go along till you come to two 
trees (those are trees), and then you go over a hill (that’s a 
hill) and then you come into a beaver-swamp all full of 
beavers. I haven’t put in all the beavers, because I can’t 
draw beavers, but I’ve drawn their heads, and that’s all you’ll 
see of them when you cross the swamp. Mind you don’t fall 
in! Then our cave is just beyond the beaver-swamp. It isn’t 
as high as the hills really, but I can’t draw things very small. 
That’s my Mummy outside. Now, in case you forget. I’ve 
drawn the spear that Daddy wants outside our cave. It’s 
inside really, but you show the picture to my Mummy and 
she'll give it to you. Isn’t it a beautiful picture? And do you 
quite understand, or shall I explain again?” 

The Stranger-man looked at the picture and nodded 
very hard. “What have you been doing, Taffy?” saidTegumai. 
He had mended his spear and was carefully waving it to 
and fro. 

“It’s a little something of my own, Daddy dear,” said Taffy. 
“If you won’t ask me questions, you’ll know all about it in a 
little while and you’ll be surprised. You don’t know how 
surprised you’ll be, Daddy! Promise you’ll be surprised.” 

“Very well,” said Tegumai, and went on fishing. 
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Comprehension 

I. Complete the following sentences using the appropriate 
parts given in the box 

(1) Early man was always happy 

(ii) Tegumai broke his wooden spear 

(iii) If they knew how to read and write 

(iv) Taffy said she could draw beautiful pictures 

(v) Taffy drew the Stranger-man holding a spear 

. • they could easily send a message home for the new spear, j 

• because it will remind him of the job given to him. 
j • before he had caught any fish. 

• if she had something sharp to scratch with. 

I 0 except when he was hungry. 1 

II. Answer the following questions. 

1. Why was the Stranger-man so very polite and attentive 
to Taffy? Give two reasons. 

2. (i) Why did he offer Taffy a piece of birch-barlt? 

(ii) What did Taffy think his intention was? 

3. What was wrong with Taffy’s picture of herself? Why 
did she draw it that way? 

4. Why are there no beavers in the beaver-swamp in Taffy’s 
picture? 

5. Why did Taffy draw her father’s spear outside the cave 
when it was actually inside it? 


II 

The Stranger-man hurried away with the picture and ran 
for some miles, till quite by accident he found Teshumai at 
the door of her cave, talking to some other ladies who had 
come in to a primitive lunch. The Stranger-man politely 


primitive: simple and unsophisticated, at an early stage of development 
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handed Teshumai the 
birch-bark. He had 
run so hard that he 
panted, and his legs 
were scratched with 
brambles, but he still 
tried to be polite. 

As soon as 
Teshumai saw the 
picture she screamed 
and flew at the 
Stranger-man. The 
other ladies at once 
knocked him down and 
sat on him in a long line 
of six, while Teshumai 
pulled his hair. “It’s as 
plain as the nose on this 
Stranger-man’s face,” she said. “He has stuck my Tegumai 
all full of spears, and frightened poor Taffy so that her hair 
stands on end; and not content with that, he brings me a 
horrid picture of how it was done. Look!” She showed the 
picture to all the ladies sitting patiently on the Stranger- 
man. “Here is my Tegumai with his arm broken; here is a 
spear sticking into his back; here is a man with a spear 
ready to throw; here is another man throwing a spear from 
a cave, and here are a whole pack of people” (they were Taffy’s 
beavers really, but they did look rather like people) “coming 
up behind Tegumai. Isn’t it shocking?” 

“Most shocking!” said the ladies, and they filled the 
Stranger-man’s hair with mud. They decided that before they 



brambles: thorny bushes 
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chopped the Stranger-man’s head off he should instantly 
lead them down to the river and show them where he had 
hidden poor Taffy. 

By this time the Stranger-man was really annoyed. They 
had filled his hair quite solid with mud; they had rolled him 
up and down on pebbles; they had sat upon him in a long 
line of six; they had thumped him till he could hardly breathe; 
and though he did not understand their language, he was 
almost sure that the names the ladies called him were not 
ladylike. However, he said nothing till all the tribe of Tegumai 
were assembled, and then he led them back to the bank of 
the Wagai river, and there they found Taffy making daisy- 
chains, and Tegumai carefully catching small fish with his 
mended spear. 

“Well, you have been quick!” said Taffy. “But why did 
you bring so many people? Daddy dear, this is my surprise. 
Are you surprised?" 

“Very,” said Tegumai; “but it has ruined all my fishing 
for the day. Why, the whole dear, kind, nice, clean, quiet 
tribe is here, Taffy.” And so they were. 

Then Teshumai ran down, kissed and hugged Taffy; but 
the Head Chief of the tribe took Tegumai by the top-knot 
feathers and shook him severely. 

“Explain! Explain! Explain!” cried all the tribe of Tegumai. 

“Goodness!” said Tegumai. “Let go of my top-knot. Can’t 
a man break his spear without the whole countryside 
descending on him? You’re a very interfering people.” 

“I don’t believe you’ve brought my Daddy’s black-handled 
spear after all,” said Taffy. “And what are you doing to my 
nice Stranger-man?” 


thumped him: given him hard blows let go of: leave descending: coming 
down, (here) harassing 
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They were thumping and hitting him till his eyes turned 
round and round. He could only gasp and point at Taffy. 

“Where are the bad people who speared you, my darling?” 
said Teshumai. 

“There weren’t any,” said Tegumai. “My only visitor this 
morning was the poor fellow that you are trying to choke.” 

“He came with a horrible picture,” said the Head Chief, 
“a picture that showed you were full of spears.” 

“Er-um-perhaps I’d better explain that I gave him that 
picture,” said Taffy, but she did not feel quite happy. 

“You!” said the tribe of Tegumai all together. “You!” 

“Taffy, dear, I’m afraid we’re in for a little trouble,” said 
her Daddy, and put his arm round her, so she didn’t care. 

“Explain! Explain! Explain!” said the Head Chief of the 
tribe, and he hopped on one foot. 

“I wanted the Stranger-man to fetch Daddy’s spear, so I 
drew a picture,” said Taffy. “There was only one spear. I 
drew it three times to make sure. I couldn’t help it looking 
as if it stuck into Daddy’s head — there wasn’t room on the 
birch-bark; and those things that Mummy called bad people 
are my beavers. I drew them to show him the way through 
the swamp; and I drew Mummy at the mouth of the cave 
looking pleased because he is a nice Stranger-man. Why 
have you filled his hair with mud? Wash him!” 

Nobody said anything at all for a long time, till the Head 
Chief laughed; then the Stranger-man laughed, then 
Tegumai laughed till he fell down flat on the bank; then all 
the tribe laughed more and louder. The only people who did 
not laugh were Teshumai and all the ladies. They were very 
polite to all their husbands, and said “Idiot!” ever so often. 

Then the Head Chief of the tribe said, “O! You’ve hit upon 
a great invention.” 


gasp; breathe heavily 
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letters — all twenty-six of them — and then we shall be able 
to read as well as to write, and then we shall always say exactly 
what we mean without any mistakes. Let the ladies wash the 
mud out of the stranger’s hair!” 

Then the Head Chief said, ‘Taffy dear, the next time you 
write a picture-letter, you’d better send a man who can talk 
our language to explain what it means. I don’t mind it 
myself, because I am a Head Chief, but it’s very bad for the 
rest of the tribe of Tegumai, and, as you can see, it surprises 
the stranger.” 

Then they adopted the Stranger-man into the tribe of 
Tegumai, because he was a gentleman and did not make a 
fuss about the mud that the ladies had put into his hair. But 
from that day to this (and I suppose it is all Taffy’s fault) most 
little girls have liked to draw pictures more than to read and 
write. And they play about with their Daddies —just like Taffy. 


Rudyard Kipling 
[ abridged ] 
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C OMPKEHENSION 

I. Who says this to whom and when? 

1. Most shocking! 

2. And what are you doing to my Stranger-man? 

3. I’m afraid we’re in for a little trouble 

4. Where are the bad people who speared you, my darling'? 

5. I didn’t intend to; I only wanted Daddy’s black-handled 
spear. 

II. Answer the following questions. 

1 The Stranger-man reached Taffy’s cave 

(i) with the help of the picture. 

(ii) by accident. 

(iii) very easily. 

Mark the right answer. 

2. Teshumai saw the picture and 

(i) feared the worst. 

(ii) gave the messenger a warm welcome 
(ill) showed it to her friends. 

Mark the right answer. 

3. What did Teshumai’s guests do to the Stranger-man? 

4. (i) What was Taffy's surprise for Tegumai? 

(ii) Did he like it? If not, why? 

5. What did the Chief of the tribe order Tegumai to explain? 

6. Why did Taffy draw three spears in the picture instead 
of one? Why did she draw one as if it was stuck into her 
father’s head? 

7. What was Taffy’s great invention? 

8 (i) What was the Chiefs advice to Taffy regarding 

picture-letters that she would write in future? 
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(U) The real meaning of his advice is that a piece of 
communic ation 

(a) should contain a clear message, 

(b) should be interpreted by someone else. 

(c) should contain only a few pictures. 

Mark the right answer. 

9. Do you agree that most little girls draw pictures better 
than most little boys'? 

V ocabulary 

I. The phrases given on the left occur in the text. Match them 
with their meanings on the right by writing the appropriate 
number against each. 


(i) mended the spear- 

(1) 

hit you with a spear 

(li) an awful nuisance — 

- (2) 

cut off 

(lii) fetch it- 

(3) 

gave it to him 

(iv) primitive- 

(4) 

repaired or fixed 

(v) handed it to him- 

(5) 

accepted him as one of them 

(vi) flew at- 

(6) 

attacked 

(vn) not content — 

(7) 

go and bring it 

(vm) chop off- 

(8) 

of an early age, simple 

fix) speared you- 

(9) 

very unpleasant thing 

(x) invention- 

(10) 

not satisfied 

(xi) adopted him- 

(ID 

creation 

II. Use any three phrases 

given above in sentences of 

your own. 



III. Complete the following words using -ance, -ence or -en.se 

pati inst 

pres. 

nuis 

mt bal 

def_ 

nret 

cond off 

relev 

consci 

Compositions 




Discuss Taffy's picture-letter with your friends in small groups, 
Then write a paragraph about it. Begin like this 

Taffy did not know how to read and write. She wanted 
to send a message to her mother. Because there was no 
paper in those days, she drew pictures on a piece of bark .. 



The poet has a dream. He prays to God for his 
country and its people. His ideals are freedom of the 
mind, truthfulness, perfection and reason. 

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high. 
Where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up 
into fragments by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come out from the depth of truth; 

Where tireless striving stretches its arms 
towards perfection; 

fragments: small pieces; incomplete parts of something tireless 
striving: continuous struggle and effort (for perfection) 
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Where the clear stream of reason has not lost 
its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit; 
Where the mind is led forward by thee into 
ever-widening thought and action— 

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, 
let my country awake. 


Rabindranath Tagore 


Questions 


1. "The head is held high" implies 

(i) pride and vanity. 

(ii) self-respect and fearlessness 
(ti) arrogance and self-importance. 

2. “Dead habit" refers to 

(i) meaningless conventions 

(ii) old habits. 

(iii) petty quarrels. 

3. (i) What Is "reason” compared to? 

(ii) What is “dead habit’ 1 compared to? 

4. Match items for meaning. 

A B 


(i) the world falling apart 

(ii) fragments selfish/narrow outlook 

(iii) domestic walls completeness and unity 

5. There is one phrase m the poem in which the same sound 
is repeated four times. Find it. 


6 . 

7. 


Give an example of an action not governed by ‘reason’. 


Learn the poem by heart. 
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dreary: gloomy and depressing 


f 


